In the meantime the women who were present had seen to the child, who had been born with the placenta, its birth being accompanied by considerable loss of blood. The haemorrhage was short in duration, but severe while it lasted. A good deal of blood made its way to the floor, but nearly two chamber utensils full of clots were collected. I gave the patient a hypodermic injection of ergotine with one hand, still controlling the uterus with the other for about twenty minutes, when, seeing that there was no recurrence of haemorrhage, and that the uterus remained well
Her mother told me that the waters had come away at about 5 p.m. on Sunday, or some nine hours before my arrival.
On making an examination, I found the foetal head lying on the perineeum. The parts were hot and dry, and the perinaeum was stretched, thin, and very rigid. The pains, which I was told had been very regular, were not strong. I Dr Foulis remarked that haemorrhage in the second case must necessarily have followed. He objected to the expression that the uterus relaxed and then haemorrhage followed. The uterus has no power of relaxing after its walls have come in contact. It relaxes because of the haemorrhage.
